DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (DES)

WETLANDS BUREAU
6 Hazen Drive
Post Office Box 95
Concord, NH  03302-0095
603-271-2147   FAX 603-271-6588

Attachment to the Standard Dredge and Fill Application 
for Dam Removal Projects

INSTRUCTIONS: Type or print clearly. The applicant must attach this information to the Standard Dredge and Fill Application so that both the DES Wetlands and Dam Bureaus can fully assess the dam removal project. Responses to most questions may be provided in a narrative format, although plans, figures, or calculations may assist in providing a more complete response. For assistance in completing this form, please contact the DES River Restoration Coordinator at (603) 271-3406.

	Dam Owner
Name:

	Applicant (if different)
Name:

	Mailing Address:



	Mailing Address:


	Phone:

	Phone: 



Location of Dam

	Tax Map and Lot Number: 
	State Dam ID number:


	City or Town:

	Waterbody:



Description of Dam

	Dam Hazard Classification:
	Current Use:


	Length of Dam:

	Height of Dam:


	Construction Type (timber, concrete, earthen, masonry):


	Surface Area of Impoundment (acres):




Person(s) Proposing to Perform the Work

	Name(s):




	Mailing Address(es):


	Phone:
	


Description of Proposed Project

NOTE: The following information must be included in the application package in order to address Questions #5 and #6 on the Standard Dredge and Fill Application. Attach separate pages providing the following information: 

· Description of proposed methods to remove dam including construction sequence and methods to control in-stream turbidity during removal. 

· Plans showing removal design and restoration of site; including existing conditions, overhead view and a cross section of dam to be removed.

· Description of method and location of disposal of dam materials.  

· Supporting materials, as required in the Standard Dredge and Fill Application, including: 

· USGS topographic map with property lines indicated

· Tax map showing property lines and abutters’ properties labeled

· List of abutters and their mailing addresses

· Original, dated photos mounted on 8.5” x 11” sheets of paper clearly illustrating project impact area with locations of photographs noted on plans


Description of Impacts of Proposed Project

NOTE: The following questions are provided as a guide to address the Requirements for Application Evaluation (NH Administrative Rule Wt 302.04). They are intended to assist the applicant in providing information unique to a dam removal project. Please substantiate any answers provided (i.e., why the project will minimize impacts in the manner described). 


Wetland Impacts 

· Describe direct impacts to the river and its adjacent banks and wetlands that result from any dredging or filling associated with the dam removal project, including the removal of the dam itself. Identify whether impacts are temporary or permanent. Explain why each impact is necessary to complete the project. Direct impacts should be minimized to the maximum extent possible and must be identified clearly on project plans.

· Describe indirect impacts to wetlands associated with the drawdown of the impoundment created by the dam. If wetland areas are adjacent to the impoundment, describe or indicate their location and the type of wetland that may be affected by the drawdown of the impoundment (emergent, forested, etc.).

Wildlife Impacts

Describe overall project impacts on plants, fish and wildlife. 

Social Impacts

· Describe project impacts on public commerce, navigation and recreation.

· Describe project impacts upon abutting property owners, including those abutting the impoundment.

· Describe project impacts on local fire suppression systems. It may be necessary to contact the local fire department to learn if dry hydrants or other fire fighting supplies may be affected by the project. 

· Describe project impacts to the health, safety, and well being of the general public.

Aesthetic Impacts

Describe how the project will alter the aesthetics of the site for the general public.

Sediment Impacts

· Describe the known potential for current and historic sources of pollution from upstream (e.g., wastewater discharges, existing and former manufacturing facilities, tanneries, hazardous waste sites, etc.). 

· Describe the extent of sediment that has accumulated above the dam. Provide information on the following:

· Estimated volume of impounded sediment that might be transported downstream due to dam removal.

· Physical characteristics of impounded sediment (grain size distribution, organic content). 

NOTE: Based upon the applicant’s answers to the questions above and the location and type of potential upstream sources of pollution, DES may determine that chemical analysis of the sediment is necessary. If potential upstream sources of pollution are identified in the process of completing the application, the applicant is encouraged to contact the DES River Restoration Coordinator at (603) 271-3406 for further guidance.

· Describe whether the project will cause or increase erosion or sedimentation.  For example, will downstream or upstream banks erode as a result of dam removal?  What measures, if any, will be taken to stabilize exposed sediments?

· Describe whether the project will reflect or redirect current or wave energy that might cause damage or hazards.

Water Quality and Water Supply Impacts

· Describe project impacts to the availability and quality of surface and ground water.

· Describe project impacts to surface water withdrawals and nearby water supply wells. 

Floodplain Impacts

Describe whether the dam provides any significant flood control benefits. If it does, describe how the removal of the dam may affect flooding upstream and downstream of the project site.

Historic Impacts

As early as possible during the project planning process, applicants should consult with the local historical society, if one exists, to learn if there are known historic resources at the site or nearby. 

The applicant should then contact the DES River Restoration Coordinator [(603) 271-3406 or DES, Water Division-Dam Bureau, 6 Hazen Drive, PO Box 95, Concord, NH  03302-0095] with the following information: 

· Name(s), address(es) and telephone number(s) of the project’s principal contact person. 

· Exact location of the proposed dam removal project (e.g., State Dam Identification Number, latitude-longitude coordinates, USGS map with project area clearly identified, etc.)

· Any known history of the dam and surrounding site

· Any known nearby historic resources 

The DES River Restoration Coordinator will coordinate with the relevant Federal agencies to determine a lead Federal agency for the project, as required by the National Historic Preservation Act. DES will then provide all preliminary historical resources information to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). The applicant will be copied on this letter to the SHPO. 


The SHPO will review the information and determine whether additional study on the historic resources of the site may be warranted for the purpose of avoiding, minimizing or mitigating the project’s impact to historic resources. The type of study that is recommended may necessitate the services of an historical consultant. 

The applicant should retain the letter that the DES River Restoration Coordinator sent to the SHPO and include a copy of the letter in their permit application package to the DES Wetlands Bureau. Alternatively, the applicant can send the SHPO a complete copy of their permit application package at the same time it is submitted to the DES Wetlands Bureau. If the applicant chooses this method, the applicant must include a statement in their permit application package that they have provided their application materials directly to the SHPO.  

NOTE: This is a Federal requirement, not a DES requirement. Early coordination may help prevent delays in obtaining the necessary U.S. Army Corps of Engineers approval for the project.  
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